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Quoted material:

For this reason, and until I see the discount levels involved, I am
thinking
that school districts may well want to consider the option of declaring
themselves to be a reseller of telecommunications services under the new
law. This provides discounts off retail along with freedom and
flexibility.
It will not initially make your local telco happy

This is a very EXPENSIVE VENTURE for schools ...with budget cuts, salary
freezes, riffing..•plus the expense of licenses, eqUipment, maintenance,
attrition .
In my opinion, schools are non-profit social institutions that have one
major purpose ....providing educational development and practice along
with opportunity that when utilized by students, uncovers personal drive
and purpose in the world so they are contributors to society. While
schools certainly have enough to do ..•partnering with community groups
rather than becoming resellers is an avenue worth investigating.
Therein musters a bridge between schools and community, yet does not
dampen local telco or private initiative. Someone has to invest,
usually it is more doable when the burden is shared.

Other discussions surrounding connectivity and education skirt the
application of this service to curriculum outcomes and community needs.
There are more studies documenting use of technologies and improved
student learning, but it is sketchy.. If one integrates seemlessly,
teaches wholistically, then how can one-isolate the use of technologies
as a factor in improvement?

With that said... it is also my op~n~on, that schools need to push
forward to provide EVERY opportunity for student growth utilizing all
resources. Some communities are not ready for this step, so from this
direction, schools should take the initiative in acquiring connectivity
whatever way possible and this may infact ...urge communities forward
through the words of their children. There needs to be some flexibility
offered to schools who are blocked from local telcos, some alternative
that is economically feasible.

When we are speaking of universal access, are we also speaking about
equity in education?
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Dear Fellow Thinkers,

I don't want to harp on this resale business too much. As I've
said, it may be apppropriate for some schools.

What I think is primary in importantance is the definition of
Universal Service under the law.

>From the Act, Sec 254:

, (c) Definition:

, (1) In general: Universal service is an evolving level of
telecommunications services that the Commission shall establish
periodically under this section, taking into account advances in
telecommunications and information technologies and services.
The Joint Board in recommending, and the Commission in establishing,
the definition of the services that are supported by Federal
universal service support mechanisms shall consider the extent
to which such telecommunications services--

, (A) are essential to education, public health, or public safety;

, (B) have, through the operation of market choices by customers,
been subscribed to by a substantial majority of residential
customers;

, (C) are being deployed in public telecommunications networks by
telecommunications carriers; and

, (D) are consistent with the public interest, convenience, and
necessity.

Internet access seems to be the hot button of the group.

Can we say that access to the Internet is "essential to education",
or has "been subscibed to by a substantial majority of residential
subscribers"?

In my state, the Telcos got their lobbyists to the State House post
haste after this law was enacted. They defined Universal Service
in South Carolina as single party service, dialtone, touchtone,
equal access to long distance carriers, a directory listing,
and access to 411, 911, and operator services.

What will the Joint Board say is their definition of universal



service? They may say that Internet access is essential to
education and ignore penetration numbers for residential customers.

would that be consistent with the law? After all, it says only
that they "shall consider".

Marty Tennant
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Tom Hibbs wrote,

in response to what:

Ken Hammer wrote:

> Thanks for the wake-up call. We tax ourselves with direct taxes to fund
> education. We should not ask our society to tax us with indirect taxes so
> we can "afford what we are not willing to pay for."

Amen! !

> We should keep the
> monoplies from charging us outrageous fees for services for the benefit of a
> few major stockholders in the name of the millions that have a few shares,
> but own nothing!

> That, however, is a social issue, but so is this entire legislation.
>
> Tom Hibbs
> 1995 Presidential Award for Excellence in Teaching of Mathematics, Colorado
> Cheraw High School Math Teacher

Tom,

I'm ~ressed with your award and your willingness to speak out.

BTW, we have a Cheraw here in SC too.

I, too, am in favor of keeping outrageous fees out of the scene.

My biggest fear is that we will be offered different technologies in
different areas, with no standardization of components. Different
technology from Telcos and Cable companies could frustrate, particularly
if we are kept or discouraged from buying, in favor of renting, common
equipment. The new 18" digital satellite dish electronics are an
example. They are satellite and content provider specific. Not
consumer friendly, except for the purchase price and the fact they
do provide competition for cable and also rural solutions.

One reason the telephone was able to be universal in the US is because
it was a common technology. Will advanced service offerings be the
same? Some network providers don't want to follow the Internet



approach. Will we need to interconnect these networks in order to make
the most of them, functionally and economincally? How?

Regarding the social issue, I was struck by the differences between the
House and Senate bill versions. The House version, supposedly influenced by
the young and newly elected pro-dereg Republicans, opened up the business to
carriers AND information service companies. The Senate version kept it only
for carriers, keeping Bill Gates from taking over the networking business.
The Senate prevailed.

I've heard other versions bf why the carriers prevailed, but prevail they did,
keeping the software business out of their turf, for a while.

MartyTennant
Low Tech Designs, Inc.
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Darlene H. Hartman-Hallam wrote:
>
> Quoted material (from Marty Tennant):
> •.•.•..•.•.••.•.•....
> For this reason, and until I see the discount levels involved, I am
> thinking
> that school districts may well want to consider the option of declaring
> themselves to be a reseller of telecommunications services under the new
> law. This provides discounts off retail along with freedom and
> flexibility.
> It will not initially make your local telco happy
> .•...•..•.•.•..•.•....
>
> This is a very EXPENSIVE VENTURE for schools ...with budget cuts, salary
> freezes, riffing..•plus the expense of licenses, equipment, maintenance,
> attrition .
> In my opinion, schools are non-profit social institutions that have one
> major purpose ....providing educational development and practice along
> with opportunity that when utilized by students, uncovers personal drive
> and purpose in the world so they are contributors to society. While
> schools certainly have enough to do ..•partnering with community groups
> rather than becoming resellers is an avenue worth investigating.
> Therein musters a bridge between schools and community, yet does not
> dampen local telco or private initiative. Someone has to invest,
> usually it is more doable when the burden is shared.
>

Darlene,

1. Not as expensive as you would think. And potentially very lucrative.
The resale of long distance is really easy to do. No billing, no
inventory. And a long term source of funding for technology, or
whatever you wish.

Why do you think the local telcos have agreed to resale to
begin with? Because they want to sell long distance. Why?
Because it incredibly profitable.

I would recommend you speak to a well established long distance
reseller. Just like my Mother's Alumni Assoc., I bet they would
love to have you sign up the families in your school to use their
service. This is doable now.

2. Resale of local service is an emerging area, recently put in limbo
by legal moves of the Bells and GTE. I anticipate that it too will



be as easy to do as long distance resale, once this recent Telco
flare-up against the FCC rules subsides.

3. Partnering with other groups or existing businesses could be a
great way to accomplish the same thing. The bottom line is this.
Why not make your schools a little richer every time you pick up
the phone? Better your school than some faceless corporation.

4. To my knowledge, there is no provision in the new law that would
make it illegal for a school to partner with a reseller
organization, while af the same time obtaining benefits from the
universal service discounts.

5. Far from dampening private initiative, involving schools in the
basic telecommunications infrastructure that resale offers would
bring telcos and small business closer together with schools.
It would also help raise awareness of the importance of current
and future communications technology in the minds of parents.
I think it has the potential to help schools enormously.

6. For the exact reasons you mentioned - budget cuts, salary
freezes, riffing - schools need to look for long term funding
for technology initiatives. Resale of long distance now,
and resale of local service later, could be an appropriate
route for some schools. Sure beats selling candy bars
and wreaths at Christmas.

Marty Tennant
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Which schools/school districts qualify for low income subsidies?
We would like to cover how to determine a certain income standard
for each school/school district to follow. Therefore, no school
will be slighted when it comes to providing equipment and access
for the internet.

What specific equipment and services will be covered?
It is essential to know what is needed for the access and how much
is provided. This will give the schools time to plan a budget to
offset any onsite cost.

Will there be any funds for onsite training of school personel?
In order to prepare and educate the students for the future with
technology the teachers and staff must be fluent themselves.
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Carl Redwood (redwood@hillhouse.ckp.edu)
Thu, 01 Sep 199422:46:54 -0700

• Messages sorted by: [ date ][ thread )[ subject ][ author 1
• Next message: Shem Macau!: "Topics for Future Weeks"
• Previous message: Kenneth Poh1: "su~estions for future tOllics. (pohl. yanliere)"

Some people believe that universal service subsidies should be extended
to cultural and community based organizations in addition to schools and
libraries. Should schools and libraries support these efforts?
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Suggested topics:

1. Should funding be associated with the level of activity to be
carried out by the newly acquired telecommunication services?

2. Bow might these new telecommunications services enhance/extend the
services now provided by schools, libraries and health care providers?
What visions can we generate?
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Further Comments available on the Web
Bob Carlitz (bob@info-ren.pitt.edu)
Mon,2 Sep 199614:50:12 -0400 (EDT)
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On Friday the FCC posted copies of the disks submitted in response
their request for further comments on universal service issues. You
can find hypertext versions of these further comments on the Universal
Service/Network Democracy Web site. See the repository index,

httpi/linfo-ren,pitt,edu/repository-index,html
for a list of available files. Those files which were not available
in electronic form will be scanned during the next week and made
available on-line when the scanning is complete.

The request for further comments can be found among the "Useful Documents"
cited on the Web site,

httpi//info-ren pitt,edu/documents,html
It offers a concise list of major questions relating to schools
and libraries (questions 6 - 25).

One other addition to the Web site are excerpts from the FCC's Notice
of Proposed Rule Making. I have extracted those paragraphs which
deal which schools and libraries and made them available in a separate
file for faster downloading. You can find them on the documents page
cited above.

Bob Carlitz
Moderator
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NOW you are talking controversial subjects. How to determine
school/school district income is a debate that educators have spent
decades arguing over.

In Wisconsin the way the Universal Service program has been set up, it
ironically benefits the richest school districts the most, while doing
almost nothing for the poorest of districts. I hope that the suggestions
of this forum can prevent such things from happening in the structuring
of the Federal Universal Service Rules.

Have education groups in other states had difficulty when it comes to
dealing with Public Service Commissions on education issues? In
Wisconsin, our Public Service Commission has such a complete lack of
experience with dealing with education issues that they do not even
understand basic concepts, such as the varience in wealth among school
districts.

Wisconsin currently has over 100 of its 426 school districts sueing the
state over how the state distributes school aids. Unlike other states,
Wisconsin has a constitutional requirement to create school districts
that "are nearly uniform as practicable."

The district's suing are now examining the telecommunications
infrastructure that has been created in Wisconsin as a result of
deregulation and the actions of the ~isconsin Public Service Commission.
What they have found so far clearly shows that the wealthiest districts
(whether defined in terms of property wealth or income level of
residents) have the most advanced technology proactively deployed to
their doorsteps. The poorest districts have nothing.

Bill Cosh
Wisconsin Association of School Boards
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On Mon, 2 Sep 1996, Bill Cosh wrote:

> Now you are talking controversial subjects. How to determine
> school/school district income is a debate that educators have spent
> decades arguing over.

Yes, this is still a problem in Texas even though the legislature has
attempted to "equalize" funding.

One question that I have been mulling over is *how much* connectivity is
the target here. For example, if a school district with visionary leaders
has sacrificed in other areas to gain connectivity for their schools even
though they are not considered "wealthy," will they be eligible for any
assistance? (We are networking within each campus, but have not acquired a
WAN or internet connections. I am seeking a single commercial provider
connection for my school library and will do some fundraising to pay for
it. )

I am in a rural district and have asked about ISDN and T1 lines to my
town. The last time I talked to a telco person (a year ago, so things may
have changed), he said such lines were probably not forthcoming because
*1* had been the only one to ask. for one! We have little industry, such
as high tech companies, who would need such lines. We are mainly a
farming community (with 3 prisons here in town -- I have all kinds of
visions concerning distance learning there), so digital transmissions are
not much in demand.

While 1 am not quite sure about the technical requirements to get my
school connected, I *am* knowlegeable about instructional integration of
technology into the curriculum. I certainly want our students in this
rural community to have the same access to technology *tools* that other
students will have. I emphasize *tools* because I feel that *any* sort
of technology should be used to enhance the learning process -- and
should not necessarily be a "course" in itself beyond the initial "how
to" instruction.

Betty
Betty Dawn Hamilton * bhamilt@tenet.edu * 806.637.4523

Learning Resources Specialist * Tenet Master Trainer * Brownfield High School
701 Cub Drive * Brownfield, TX 79316
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